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those students will still be required
to meet the major’s graduation GPA
requirement.
Cheng said the policy was
changed to 13 hours because the
school has three-hour credit courses.
She said certain majors might have
requirements more stringent than the
university.
“What we were very clear on is
that if the major has requirements,
including GPA requirements for
graduation, that are higher than the
institution, they can set those,” Cheng
said. “The forgiveness policy is only
the university policy, but individual
colleges can have policies with higher
standards.”
The policy can only be enacted if
the student has received at least a 2.1
GPA for the last 60 completed hours
of work at SIUC, Cheng said.
“Sometimes students take upperlevel courses early in their sophomore
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A university policy designed to
help students whose grade point
average falls beneath the minimum
graduation requirement will soon be
revised.
Students must have a 2.0 in order
to graduate from SIUC. However,
the forgiveness policy, which Provost
John Nicklow said the university has
had for decades, allows students with
a GPA less than 2.0 to exclude up to
10 hours of non-major courses from
their GPA exclusively for graduation
calculation.
The updated policy will allow up to
13 hours of coursework to be excluded
from the final GPA calculation next
year, and Chancellor Rita Cheng
said students will be able to exclude
major courses in which they received
a D or an F. However, some majors
require students to have a GPA higher
than 2.0 to graduate. Cheng said

Please see FORGIVENESS | 3
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Josiah Owus-Danquah, a graduate student in civil engineering from Ghana, eats lunch Tuesday at
the Baptist Student Center. Leah Bening, the center’s international coordinator, said other than
giving free food to international students, the best thing they do is make them feel welcome. “We’re
all human beings, and we find out how easy it is to care about each other,” she said.
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While SIU saw another enrollment
decline this semester, community
colleges in the area have seen an
enrollment increase.
Colleges such as John A. Logan
College,
Southeastern
Illinois

College and Shawnee Community
College saw more students in the
classrooms this fall. Some college
representatives attribute the spike
to an influx of high school students
who chose to attend community
college. One reason Chancellor Rita
Cheng said enrollment is down at
SIU, though, is because community
college enrollment has decreased over
recent years and Illinois’ high school
graduate population is down.
Steve O’Keefe, director of community
relations and marketing at John A. Logan
College in Carterville, said the college’s
enrollment increased from 6,257 to

6,400, which is a 2.29 percent increase.
He said a major reason for the increase is
because more high school graduates have
enrolled at the college.
While the high school graduates may
have increased, though, the number of
schools the students are coming from
has decreased. O’Keefe said students
have sent transcripts from 408 Illinois
high schools this semester, which is
down from last year’s 424.
O’Keefe said he doesn’t have the exact
number of students who transferred to
the college from SIU this semester.
“We always generate a large amount
of students who transfer from SIU,” he

said. “I don’t think this year was vastly
different from any other years. We don’t
track that information.”
Angela Wilson, marketing coordinator
at Southeastern Illinois College in
Harrisburg, said the college does not
track transfer student information either,
but its full-time enrollment is up 3.34
percent from last year as of Monday.
Enrollment numbers were not available
on the college’s website, and Wilson
said she did not have them available for
disclosure.
Dee Blakely, dean of student services
at Shawnee Community College in
Ullin, said enrollment is up by 100

students, but the college’s transfer student
enrollment is down this semester.
“Our enrollment is up this year, but
our numbers do show that our credit
hours are down by 6 percent,” Blakely
said. “We have more students this
year, but they are taking fewer credit
hours, and our online enrollment is
up by 7.4 percent.”
Blakely said she cannot confirm
an exact transfer student enrollment
percent decrease, but she believes many
students have taken time off from their
education to work.
Please see COMMUNITY | 3
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The chancellor says it’s a myth that
SIU is unsafe.
Chancellor Rita Cheng said
in her State of the University
Address Sept. 5 that crime rates at
SIU are normal in comparison to
other similarly sized universities.
However, some universities in
Illinois have higher crime rates in
relation to different offenses.

Reports from SIU’s Department of
Public Safety from 2008 to 2010 show
24 forcible sexual assaults, 23 cases of
aggravated assault, 237 burglaries, 90
liquor law violations, 195 drug law
violations, and one illegal weapons
possession on campus.
Some of these crime statistics
are lower than reports at other
state universities.
From 2008 to 2010, Northern
Illinois University reported a
higher number of incidents in the
aggravated assault, illegal weapon
possession and liquor law violation
categories. NIU reported the same
number of forcible sexual assaults as
SIUC and a lower number of drug
law violations and burglaries.
In the same years, the University

of Illinois at Urbana-Champaign
reported fewer aggravated assaults
than SIUC by 11 incidents, but
every other category was higher.
Enrollment numbers at U of
I and NIU in 2010 were 31,252
and 23,850, respectively. SIU’s fall
2010 enrollment was 20,350.
Although there is no direct
correlation between enrollment
and crime rates, there can be more
opportunities for crimes on a
larger campus.
While reports from U of I and
NIU were similar to SIU, campuses
including Western Illinois University
and Eastern Illinois University had
lower crime reports.
Please see CRIME | 3
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Chancellor Rita Cheng was
appointed Tuesday as one of a
10-person task force to set guidelines for
distribution of the $60 million in fines
Penn State University will pay over the
next five years as a penalty for a sexual
abuse scandal involving former coach
Jerry Sandusky.
Cheng will serve on a task force
that includes NCAA board members,
an official from the federal health and
human services department, United
Way Worldwide CEO Brian Gallagher

and Penn State administrators.
The chancellor said she was asked
to serve on the task force by NCAA
Division I Board of Directors and
NCAA
Executive
Committee
Association President Mark Emmert,
and she was honored to oblige.
The group will set a policy and
hire a third-party administrator
within the next year before it makes
its recommendations to the NCAA.
Cheng said 100 percent of fines
will be directed toward programs
that prevent child sexual abuse or
assist victims.
“It’s an opportunity to make

something good out of something
tragic,” Cheng said.
The fines placed on Penn State
are a result of the university’s failure
to report allegations of child sexual
abuse by Sandusky against at least 10
boys during a 15-year period.
The school’s football team also
faces a four-year postseason ban, a
loss of 10 scholarships per year for
the next four years and a vacation of
all victories from 1998 to 2011.

Ben Conrady can be reached at
bconrady@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 282.
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An SIU student is in the hospital
after being struck by a car early
Sunday morning in Carbondale.
The vehicle struck two pedestrians,
one male and one female, at about 2
a.m. Sept. 16 at the intersection of
South Wall and East Mill Streets,
According to
a press release
posted by the Carbondale Police
Department Tuesday.
The female pedestrian, Callie
Heuerman, was transported to

Memorial Hospital of Carbondale
for serious injury treatment.
Heuerman is a junior from
Teutopolis
studying
biological
sciences, according to the university’s
directory. Rev. Bob Gray, SIUC’s
police chaplain, said Heuerman and
her family said Tuesday that she is
recovering well and would appreciate
the community’s thoughts and prayers.
Police said the other pedestrian
involved is not an SIU student and was
not transported to the hospital.
The vehicle fled the scene after
officers arrived, but police found the

car and driver later, according to the
press release. Police said the driver,
19-year-old Mohammed R. Almarri
of Carbondale, is also a non-student.
Almarri was arrested and charged
with no valid driver’s license,
operating an uninsured motor
vehicle and leaving the scene of a
personal injury accident. He was
being held at the Jackson County Jail
at the time of the release.

Lauren P. Duncan can be reached at
lduncan@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 255.
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FORGIVENESS
CONTINUED FROM

1

year, and the old policy wouldn’t allow
for any forgiveness of those upper-level
courses,” Cheng said.
She said the policy could help
students who may have taken a class
before they selected a major that
interests them.
Nicklow said the task force responsible
for recommending the policy change
looked at other universities’ forgiveness
policies, including ones at Oklahoma
State and Texas Tech University.
“Those were the kinds of institutions
we looked at to make sure we were
aligned with what they had in terms
of those practices,” Nicklow said. “We
don’t want to be considerably out of line

COMMUNITY
CONTINUED FROM

1

“I believe that more people
decided to make work a priority this
year over schooling, which would
explain why enrollment is down
at some schools, why students are
taking less credit hours and why our
online enrollment is up,” she said.
While some Illinois community
colleges have experienced enrollment
increases this fall, some college
representatives in Missouri said they
expect enrollment to decrease.
St. Louis Community College

CRIME
CONTINUED FROM

1

WIU reported fewer aggravated
assaults, forcible sexual assault and
burglary incidents. The university did
not have information available for the
other categories.
EIU reported fewer crimes in all of
the categories from 2008-2010.
Both EIU and WIU reported
enrollment numbers between 11,000
and 12,000 students in 2010.
Russell
Thomas,
all-hazards
preparedness resource coordinator for
DPS, said the largest issue DPS faces

with our peers, either from a student
success standpoint or a competitive
standpoint. We need to be doing
stuff that makes us competitive in an
academic marketplace.”
Oklahoma State’s policy is similar to
SIUC’s. According to the OSU website,
the university allows forgiveness for one
semester or two consecutive semesters
as long as three years have passed
between the request and the semesters
in question. Students must have a 2.0
GPA in the last 12 semester hours to be
eligible.
University of Illinois at UrbanaChampaign’s policy is almost the same
as SIUC’s current one. Up to 10 hours
of D- or F-coursework performed
before the last 30 hours at the university
before graduation can be forgiven.

Students must have a 2.1 average for the
last 30 semester hours.
“The policy allows for students to
grow and improve in their academic
performance over time and not always
be hampered by poor performance
oftentimes in their earlier semesters at
the university,” Cheng said.
David Johnson, an associate
professor who serves on the Faculty
Senate, said a federal government push
to tighten graduation requirements
and ensure that federal money is spent
appropriately are two forces the school
faces when working with policies.
Johnson said students could end up
pouring even more money into their
college education without efficiency.
“You can see the tension, the issue
where you’re trying to be efficient and

be responsible with how you spend
money,” he said.
Some students shared similar
opinions.
“I don’t think they should
necessarily do that with courses that
are in (students’) majors,” said Adam
Kessinger, a junior from Carbondale
studying civil engineering. “That
just seems like they are lowering
their standards just to appease the
government when they really need to
find the heart of the problem.”
However, Kessinger said he
understands the policy for general
education courses.
“I think that’s fine because that does
happen to a lot of students,” he said.
“They get in over their heads in the first
two years, and I understand that.”

Rasmita Savaliya, a senior from
India studying aviation technology, said
she understood the policy for general
education, but she questioned allowing
major courses in the policy since
many of those classes could pertain to
students’ future goals.
Johnson said the policy is in place to
show the university’s desire for student
success.
“There are many cases where a
student, for reasons completely beyond
his or her control, ends up doing
poorly,” he said. “The university tries to
give that student a second chance.”

expects a 9.4 percent enrollment
decrease, St. Charles Community
College in Cottleville, Mo., is down
5.5 percent and Jefferson College in
Hillsboro, Mo., is looking at an 11.6
percent decrease, according to an
article published Monday in the St.
Louis Post-Dispatch.
Rachel Emig, office support
specialist in SIU's registrar office, said
the office does not keep information
regarding students who transfer out
of the university.
Students who attended SIU and
transferred to a community college
cite different opinions and reasons

for their transfer.
Janice Henry, a sophomore from
Harrisburg, said she transferred to
Southeastern Illinois College this
semester because of issues with SIU's
bursar office.
“I wasn’t aware of the change with
financial aid and bursar until early
August, so since I couldn’t register
for class at SIU, I transferred to SIC
so I could finish my general courses
and get my financial aid,” she said.
Janaya Leigh, a senior from
Evansville studying criminology and
criminal justice, said she transferred
to John A. Logan after her first

semester at SIU. She said she returned
to obtain her bachelor’s degree.
“Logan is just more affordable and
offers the same education,” Leigh
said. “Because of its size, there’s more
one-on-one interaction with the
instructors.”
Although
information
is
unavailable regarding students who
left to attend another college or
university, Cheng said in her Sept.
5 State of the University Address
that the number of students who
transferred into the university
this semester fell by 13.5 percent
compared to last year.

Cheng also said the number of
Illinois high school graduates peaked
in 2008.
“The statewide decline in high
school graduates is reflected in our
region’s high schools,” Cheng said
at the address. “Added together, we
are recruiting in a smaller pool of
prospective students. That is all the
more reason it is imperative that we
employ better strategies and more
aggressive recruitment programs.”

is to educate students and faculty more
about crime prevention. He said DPS
tries to increase the amount of crime
prevention programs on campus
and locations they are offered such
as residence halls. He also said the
department offers professionals to
engrave initials into items for students
to help identify stolen objects.
Thomas said students should lock
their doors, too, when they leave their
residence and be aware of guests to
prevent burglaries. He said it’s also
a good idea to write down the serial
number of electronics’ serial numbers
to help track them.

The best way to prevent
aggravated assaults, Thomas said, is
to travel with a friend or a group.
He said this will not completely
prevent assaults from happening,
but it will lower the chances.
Some students and faculty said they
believe they are safe on campus.
Rod Sievers, university spokesman,
said the DPS has provided a safe
campus to students and has taken
a proactive approach to safety on
campus.
“These guys are professionals,”
he said. “They take their jobs very
seriously.”

Sievers said the largest crime DPS
deals with is burglaries, and he thinks
it can be lowered if more people are
educated about ways to prevent them.
Genevieve Horan, a graduate
student from Chicago studying public
administration, said she feels safe
on campus, but she would feel safer
taking her night classes if there were
more lights and emergency phones
on campus. She said she never sees
campus police unless they are writing
parking tickets.
Morgan Smith, a freshman from
Harriman studying special education,
said SIUC is a safe campus, and

campus police do not need to do much
to improve campus safety. Smith said
she does not think campus police have
done a good job preventing parties and
their injuries, though.
Tonya Hamilton, a freshman from
Chicago studying psychology, said
the campus could use more patrols at
night, but she still feels safe walking
around campus. She said she thinks
campus police are doing a good job
keeping students safe.

Karsten Burgstahler
can be reached at
kburgstahler@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 254.

Tai Cox can be reached at
tcox@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 268.

Matt Daray can be reached at
mdaray@dailyegyptian.com
or 536-3311 ext. 254.
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GUEST COLUMN
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DEREK LETELLIER
senior from Lincolnshire
studying journalism
In the immediate aftermaths
of a tragedy, we expect politicians
to set aside their differences
and help us come together
as a country.
Unfortunately, that’s not what
happened in the aftermath of
recent violence overseas.
After a trailer for an
Islamophobic movie went viral
on Sept. 11, rioters stormed the
United States embassies in Cairo
and Benghazi, Libya.
In
the
midst
of
the
chaos, four Americans were
killed, including Ambassador
Christopher Stevens.
Mitt Romney took an early
opportunity to lay blame on the
president’s administration for a
weak foreign policy in a statement

¶¶

M

any people are still looking for Romney to prove that he’d be a better leader than
Obama, and he squandered an opportunity to do just that after these events.

that referenced an ongoing
narrative that Barack Obama has
spent his term apologizing for
America’s actions.
Frankly, it comes off as
insensitive to take a situation
where people have died and turn
it into a cheap ploy to score quick
political points.
In
the
aftermath
of
tragic events, we expect our
politicians to unite us and prove
they can lead.
Many people are still looking
for Romney to prove that he
would be a better leader than
Obama, and he squandered an
opportunity to do just that after
these events.
Worse yet was when members

of both major parties spoke
out against Romney’s remarks,
doubling down on his criticisms
of Obama and showing he
simply
doesn’t
understand
how controversial his remarks
really are.
The Romney campaign has
worked hard to draw parallels
between this election and the 1980
election where Ronald Reagan
ran against incumbent President
Jimmy Carter.
Carter, like Obama, faced his
fair share of criticism coming off
a first term that failed to meet
expectations.
In both election years we’ve
asked ourselves the question, “Are
you better off than you were four

years ago?”
Both Romney and Reagan
portrayed
themselves
as
candidates who could fix the
problems of today in a way the
incumbents couldn’t.
But as The Atlantic Magazine
points out, Reagan took a different
approach to a tragedy 32 years ago.
After an April 1980 attempt to
free U.S. hostages in Iran failed,
Reagan declined to criticize Carter
and opted to send out a message of
unity that encouraged Americans
to come together and pray
for the hostages.
Reagan helped put the events
of the Iranian hostage crisis in
perspective, showing that such
tragedies transcend political

bickering and partisanship.
Reagan acted like a leader, and
the American people agreed when
they elected him as president.
At the end of the day, these
attacks on our embassies came
as a result of a film that, by all
accounts, appears to be made
specifically to anger and offend
Muslims around the world.
The murder of Americans
in Libya is inexcusable, but
turning a tragedy into a divisive
political talking point does a huge
disservice to those killed as well as
the American people.
Politicians should work to
unite us in situations like this,
not look for ways to cheap shot
opponents.
If Mitt Romney wants us to
draw comparisons between him
and Ronald Reagan, he would
do well to start acting more like
Reagan and prove he’s a leader.

THEIR WORD
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EUGENE ROBINSON
Washington Post
Teachers are heroes, not
villains, and it’s time to stop
demonizing them.
It has become fashionable to
blame all of society’s manifold
sins and wickedness on “teachers
unions,” as if it were possible to
separate these supposedly evil
organizations from the dedicated
public servants who belong to them.
News flash: Collective bargaining
is not the problem, and taking that
right away from teachers will not fix
the schools.
It is true that teachers in Chicago
have dug in their heels against
Mayor Rahm Emanuel’s demands
for “reform,” some of which are
not unreasonable.
I’d dig in, too, if I were constantly
being lectured by self-righteous
crusaders whose knowledge of the
inner-city schools’ crisis comes
from a Hollywood movie.
The problems that afflict
public education go far beyond
what George W. Bush memorably
called “the soft bigotry of

low expectations.”
They go beyond whatever
measure of institutional sclerosis
may be attributed to tenure, beyond
the inevitable cases of burnout,
beyond the fact that teachers in
some jurisdictions actually earn
halfway decent salaries.
The fact is that teachers are
being saddled with absurdly high
expectations.
Some studies have shown
a correlation between student
performance
and
teacher
“effectiveness,” depending how this
elusive quality is measured.
But there is a whole body of
academic literature proving the
stronger
correlation
between
student performance and a
much more important variable:
family income.
Yes, I’m talking about poverty.
Sorry to be so gauche, but when
teachers point out the relationship
between income and achievement,
they’re not shirking responsibility.
They’re
just
stating
an
inconvenient truth.
According to figures compiled
by the College Board, students

from families making more than
$200,000 score more than 300 points
higher on the SAT, on average, than
students from families making less
than $20,000 a year.
There is, in fact, a clear
relationship all the way along the
scale: Each increment in higher
family income translates into points
on the test.
Sean Reardon of Stanford
University’s Center for Education
Policy Analysis concluded in a
recent study that the achievement
gap between high-income and
low-income students is actually
widening.
It is unclear why this might be
happening; maybe it is because of
increased income inequality, maybe
the relationship between income
and achievement has somehow
become stronger, maybe there is
some other reason.
Whatever the cause, our society’s
answer seems to be: Beat up
the teachers.
The brie-and-chablis “reform”
movement would have us believe
that most of the teachers in lowincome, low-performing schools

are incompetent — and, by
extension, that most of the teachers
in upper-crust schools, where
students perform well, are paragons
of pedagogical virtue.
But some of the most dedicated
and talented teachers I’ve ever met
were working in “failing” inner-city
schools.
And yes, in award-winning
schools where, as in Lake Wobegon,
“all the children are above average,”
I’ve met some unimaginative hacks
who should never be allowed near
a classroom.
It is reasonable to hold teachers
accountable for their performance.
But it is not reasonable — or, in the
end, productive — to hold them
accountable for factors that lie far
beyond their control.
It is fair to insist that teachers
approach their jobs with the
assumption that every single child,
rich or poor, can succeed. It is not
fair to expect teachers to correct
all the imbalances and remedy all
the pathologies that result from
growing inequality in our society.
You didn’t see any of this reality
in “Waiting for ‘Superman’,’” the

2010 documentary that argued
we should “solve” the education
crisis by establishing more charter
schools and, of course, stomping the
teachers unions.
You won’t see it later this month
in “Won’t Back Down,” starring
Viola Davis and Maggie Gyllenhaal,
which argues for “parent trigger”
laws designed to produce yet more
charter schools and yet more
teacher-bashing.
I’ve always considered myself an
apostate from liberal orthodoxy on
the subject of education.
I have no fundamental objection
to charter schools, as long as they
produce results. I believe in the
centrality and primacy of public
education, but I believe it’s immoral
to tell parents, in effect, “Too bad for
your kids, but we’ll fix the schools
someday.”
But portraying teachers as
villains doesn’t help a single
child. Ignoring the reasons for
the education gap in this country
is no way to close it. And there’s
a better way to learn about the
crisis than going to the movies.
Visit a school instead.
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THAT SCRAMBLED WORD GAME

by David L. Hoyt and Jeff Knurek
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 +LGHDZD\V
 +RWHOV
 3XWWZRDQG
WZRWRJHWKHU
 3XPSHUQLFNHO
IRURQH
 (QGHDYRUV
 6WHDOVIURP
 1RUZD\·V
FDSLWDO
 3URIRXQG
 &HLOLQJ
SDLQWHU·VQHHG
 &RPHRIBB
UHDFKPDWXULW\
 'DGG\
 $ERXQGLQJLQ
IROLDJH
 $GGLWLRQDOO\
 :KLWHDGKHVLYH
 )DOOIORZHU
 /HVVFRPPRQ
 6OLJKWO\PRUH
WKDQD\DUG
 'DQGUXII·VVLWH
 6WHHGRUQDJ
 6WRSSHG
 0LGDIWHUQRRQ
 )UHH]LQJHSRFK
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Unscramble these four Jumbles,
one letter to each square,
to form four ordinary words.
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Aries — Today is a 5 — Hold
back on spending, and don’t get
cocky. Go slowly and steadily to
prevent breakage. Don’t get
into a fight with your mate over
preferences. It’s not worth it.

Cancer — Today is an 8 — Say
hello to your creative muse.
Your energy ’s all over the
map. R ather than tr ying to
rein it in, discover where it
takes you. Take notes.

Libra — Today is a 6 — Don’t
throw away something you’ll want
later; its purpose comes to you. Be
forgiving for your own foolishness
and grateful for your abilities. Move
quickly to increase sales.

Capricorn — Today is a 7 — Try
a new tactic with an artistic
touch. You don’t have to start
from scratch. Add an emotional
hook. Let a partner lead, so you
can take it easier.

Taurus — Today is a 7 — You
and a co-worker clash. Patience
and discipline are required. Use
the awkward moment as another
learning experience. Change the
appearance of the package.

Leo — Today is an 8 — Work and
romance collide, and something
you try doesn’t work, but you’re
stronger for the effort. Get
outside and move your body to
let your mind rest.

Scorpio — Today is an 8 — Keep
your hands on the wheel and
your eyes on the future. You have
everything you need to move
forward, so take action. A bump
in romance makes you stronger.

Aquarius — Today is a 7 —
Exceed your own expectations. Work
flows well, but it could interfere with
romance. Avoid creating upsets that
you will later regret. Let your partner
choose the destination.

Gemini — Today is a 6 —
Circumstances shift, so use
this to your advantage. Work
progresses nicely, but may require
a compromise. There could be a
tough lesson involved. It’s useful.

Virgo — Today is a 7 — A romantic
misunderstanding or barrier could
turn into a new possibility. Establish
new accounts and watch profits
grow. Beware of spending money
you haven’t collected.

Sagittarius — Today is a 5 — You
may want to postpone trying
out a new idea until tomorrow.
Handle mundane tasks now with
ease. Balance your checkbook.
Tell friends you’ll see them later.

Pisces — Today is a 7 —
Study trends and listen to
considerations. Private concentration is
productive. Learn from a recent loss.
Grab a good deal. Be careful not to
break anything. Old familiar love is best.
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Connecticut and Notre Dame are
reportedly in negotiations to play
a football game at Fenway Park in
Boston.a
The Day of New London and the
Boston Globe, both citing officials
involved in the talks, said the game
would be played in 2014, and would
be considered a home game for the
Fighting Irish.
UConn Athletic Director Warde
Manuel did not immediately return
an email seeking comment Tuesday
morning. Boston Red Sox officials said
in March the team was interested in
bringing football back to Fenway.
The park has hosted 41 football
games in its 100-year history, but none
since the New England Patriots beat
the Cincinnati Bengals, 33-14, on
Dec. 1, 1968.
Notre Dame coach Brian Kelly said
the idea is appealing. Yet he is uncertain
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Following the game, coach Dale
Lennon said Faulkner’s development
is a sign of his confidence in his
receivers and of the junior becoming
more comfortable in the offense. For
the Salukis to continue the success of
Saturday’s game
Faulkner must continue to distribute
the ball but cut back on turnovers.
Faulkner ranks second in the MVFC in
interceptions, with five.
Tight end MyCole Pruitt can be
Faulkner’s go-to guy. Prior to the start
of the season, some questioned if the
Salukis could succeed with a tight end as
their leading receiver. Pruitt has shown
an ability to make a play on every ball
thrown his way, and has 19 catches
on the year, two behind Illinois State
University’s Tyrone Walker for most in
the conference. The 6’3” 247-pound
sophomore has the athleticism to grab
jump balls and the power to fight
through tackles for extra yards.
Sophomore running back Mika’il

¶¶B

eing a Boston guy, baseball has not been very good
there, so maybe we’ll bring some football.
— Brian Kelly
Notre Dame Coach

if Fenway is equipped for football.
“I just saw that. You know me, I
love Fenway Park. I just don’t know
if it’s big enough,” Kelly said. “As long
as they do the due diligence, and I
know (Notre Dame athletic director)
Jack (Swarbrick) is looking for great
venues, and I don’t think they played a
game there in a long time. If it’s on the
schedule, we’re going to play it.
“Being a Boston guy, baseball has
not been very good there, so maybe
we’ll bring some football.”
The last-place Red Sox may be
headed toward another offseason of
change, but that doesn’t mean Kelly
has any less desire to play at Fenway.
“I think it would be cool, yeah.
I’d like to do it,” he said. “But I

think more than anything else, I
don’t know the ramifications of the
2014 schedule as it relates to ACC
scheduling and all those kinds of
things. I’ve been so focused on
getting to the office today.”
But, if UConn and Notre Dame
are close to finalizing this deal, it’s
news to Swarbrick.
“We have work to do on our
future football schedules,” he said,
“given the announcement last week
relative to our upcoming Atlantic
Coast Conference relationship.”
On Nov. 21, 2009, at Notre
Dame
Stadium,
Connecticut
outlasted Notre Dame, 33-30, in
one of the Huskies’ biggest victories
as a Division I program.

McCall has the ability to carry the
load in the ground game, but fellow
back Steven Strother might be just as
important.
McCall, a powerfully fast transfer
from the University of Iowa, has already
begun to make his case for MVFC
newcomer of the year as he leads the
conference in touchdowns with seven.
But Strother has proven to be the
perfect lightning to McCall’s thunder.
The two have split carries almost evenly
— McCall has had 43, Strother, 41 —
but the shifty senior Strother is a viable
pace change for the offense, as he has
caught nine passes out of the backfield
for the Salukis.
The Salukis’ defensive line can
dominate a football game. Defensive
coordinator Bubba Schweigert loves
to blitz, and the team has seen success
getting pressure on the opposing
quarterback. SIU ranks third in the
conference in sacks, with eight, and has
been able to get a good portion of tackles
from the defensive linemen. Senior ends
Ken Boatright and Eze Obiora account
for 33 of the team’s tackles. Obiora leads

the conference with four sacks.
The defense has shown it can lock
down playmakers. After a rough start in
the season opener, when the secondary
allowed seven touchdowns through
the air, the Saluki defense has come
together. In the season’s second week,
of the season, the defense was much
improve, and allowed Miami receiver
Nick Harwell — whom Lennon called
an “NFL talent” — only three catches
for 21 yards.
To compare, Harwell had eight
grabs for 120 yards against Ohio State
University the week prior. The defense
had success again Saturday, allowing
only 14 points to SEMO.
The Salukis’ true tests Salukis are yet to
come, as some have deemed the MVFC
the “SEC of the FCS,” referring to the
dominant Southeastern Conference of
the FBS, which has accounted for the
past six national championships. Five
teams MVFC tams are ranked in the
top 25 of the Football Championship
Series. The Salukis will have their work
cut out for them, but they know who
they can depend on to do the job.
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With junior Ashleigh Rushing
leading, the women’s golf team
finished fifth out of 11 teams at the
Drake Creek Invitational Tuesday.

Rushing scored a career-best 71 in
the second round Monday. Her overall
score of 227, which is only 11 over par,
tied her for 10th place individually.
Junior Cassie Rushing finished two
strokes behind her sister as she tied for
13th, while senior Shaina Rennegarbe

tied for 21st with 233.
The Salukis’ second-round score
of 296 is the second-lowest score in
school history for the second-round.
The team will be on the road
again next week to play in the SIUE
Intercollegiate Monday and Tuesday.

INDIVIDUAL SCORES
Tied-10.) Ashleigh Rushing: 82-71-74 (227)

Tied-13.) Cassie Rushing: 76-73-80 (229)

Tied-21.) Shaina Rennegarbe: 79-75-79 (233)

Tied-34.) Mattie Lindner: 84-77-81 (242)

43.) Amy Lee: 80-82-85 (247)
SOURCE : WWW.SIUSALUKIS.COM
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Junior
quarterback
Kory
Faulkner passes the ball on the
run Saturday during the Salukis’
home opener against Southeast
Missouri State University at
Saluki Stadium. Faulkner threw
a career-high 384 yards, which
is the third-highest single
game total in school history,
and had a career-best three
touchdown passes. During his
postgame press conference, SIU
head coach Dale Lennon said
there are a lot of playmakers
on the team. “There was just
a good combination of what
we want to do offensively,” he
said. The Salukis’ next game
will be against Missouri State
University at 1 p.m. Saturday at
the Plaster Sports Complex in
Springfield, Mo.
CHRIS ZOELLER | DAILY EGYPTIAN
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At the conclusion of non-conference
play, college football teams hope to
have established an identity.

The rigors of a conference season can
take a toll, but the knowledge of where
a team’s strengths and weaknesses reside
can be a major benefactor down the
stretch.
This season the Salukis have been
labeled several things: disappointing
in a 49-28 loss to Eastern Illinois
University to start the season, promising
in a 30-14 losing effort against Football
Bowl Subdivison opponent Miami
University and exciting in a 35-14
Southeast Missouri State University
defeat Saturday. It is safe to say the
Saluki faithfuls have seen the team’s

highs and lows.
As the SIU football team begins
conference play Saturday against
Missouri State University, there are
several points that have shown to be
true of the team.
Quarterback Kory Faulkner can
run the offense. Faulkner leads the
Missouri Valley Football Conference
with 875 yards through the air, an
average of 290.7 yards per game. In
Saturday’s contest, Faulkner passed
for 384 yards and three touchdowns.
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